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Courteous Reader, 

I H A y E heard that nothing gives an Author fo great 
Pleafure, as to find his Works refpedtfully quoted by o- 
ther learned Authors. This Pleafure I have feldoni en- 
joyed j for tho’ I have been, if I may fay it without Vanity, 
an eminent Author of Almanacks annually now a full Quar- 
ter of a Century, my Brother Authors in the fame Way, 
for what Reafon I know not, have ever been very fparing 
in their Applaufes ; and no other Author has taken the 
leaft Notice of me, fo that did not my Writings produce me’ 
jfome folid Pudding , the great Deficiency of Praife would- 
jliave quite difcouraged me. 

I concluded at length, that the People were the bell! 
fjudges of my Merit ; for they buy my Works 5 and befides, 
Jin my Rambles, where I am not perfonally known, I have; 
frequently heard one or other of my Adages repeated, with,' 
J as Poor Richard fays y at the End on’t j this gave me fomei 
|Satisfa£lion, as it fhowed not only that my Inftru&ionsj 
were regarded, but difcovered likewufe fome Refpett for my, 
^Authority ; and I own, that to encourage the Practice of, 
| [remembering and repeating thofe wife Sentences, I have 
jjfometimes quoted tnyfelf with great Gravity. 

Judge then how' much I mull have been gratified by an 
Incident I am going to relate to you. I llopt my Horfe 
[lately where a great Number of People were colledted at a 
jVendue of Merchant Goods. The Hour of Sale not being 
come, they were converfing on the Badnefs of the Times, 
and one of the Company call'd to a plain clean old Man, 
with white Locks, Pray, Father Abraham, what think you 
of the Times ? Won't thefe heavy Taxes quite ruin the Country? 
How Jhall rise be ever able to pay them ? What would you ad\ 

vife us to ? Father Abraha?n flood up, and reply’d, Ifj 

you’d have my Advice, I’ll give it you in fhort, for a Word\ 
to the Wife is enough, and many Words won't Jill a Bujhel, as! 
Poor Richard fays . They join’d ir» defiring him to fpeak his! 
Mind, and gathering round him, he proceeded as follows j 
“ Friends, fays he, and Neighbours, the Taxes are in 
•deed very heavy, and if thofe laid on by the Government 
i [were the only Ones we had to pay, we might more e'afiiy 
jdifcharge them ; but we have many others, and much more 
‘grievous to fonie of us. We are taxed twice as much by 
i|our Idlenefs., three times as much by our Pride, and four 
jtim.es as much by our Folly, and from thefe Taxes the Com- 
[miffioners cannot eafe or -deliver us by allowing an Abate- 
ment. However let us hearken to goc*d Advice, and fome- 
l fhing may be done for us ; God helps them that help thewfdvesX 
Poor Richard fays, in his Almanack of 1733. 

' j It would be thought a bard Government that fhould tax! 
its People one tenth Part of their Time, to be employed in its- 

Ser- [ 

[ See the Months for the Remainder of the Preface.'] 



ECLIPSES, 

S IX Ecliples this Year, four of the Sun, and two 
of the Moon. 

The Firft is of the Sun, on January the 9th, invifible. 
The Second is a very great and total Eclipfe of the 
Moon, on Tuefday, the 24th of January , in the Morn 
ing. 
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Beginning, - - 12 

Beginning of total Dai knefs, 13 
Middle of the Eclipfe, 

End of total Darknefs, 

End of the Eclipfe, 
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This Eclipfe will be vifible in the Weftern Parts of I 
Europe and Africa ; in Mar Del Norf and the Atlan- 
tick Ocean ; in all America , and all over the Great South 
Sea , even as far as Japan and Hew -Holland. 

The Third is a very fmail Eclipfe of the Sun, on 
Tuefday, the 7th of February, at Twelve a Clock P. M. 
invifible here. 

The Fourth is an Eclipfe of the Sun, on Wednefday , 
the 5th of July, about Four a Clock in the Morning, 
invifible here, and all over the Northern Hemifphere. 

The 



